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AZ Smoke Management Program

• Interagency (USFS, BIA, NPS, USFWS, 

BLM, AZDEQ, AZ State Lands, Navajo)

– 2.0 FTE  (liaisons) provided by FLMs

• Feds pay to play beforehand

– .5 FTE provided by the ADEQ

• AZDEQ provides office space and support

• Puts the AZDEQ and F/SLM on Equal 

ground through ownership!



Daily Operations

• Receive and review all paperwork prior to 

passing on to AZDEQ

– Annual Registration

– Smoke Rx Plans

– Daily Burn Permit Requests

• Ensure all paperwork is in order and compliant 

with the rule

• Review and make recommendations on 

approval, disapproval and/ or conditions/ 

limitations prior to passing on to AZDEQ



Daily Operations (cont.)

• AZDEQ reviews permit request with Fed 

Liaisons recommendations

• AZDEQ either agrees, disagrees and/or 

asks for more information from Fed 

Liaisons.

• AZDEQ has final authority on all 

approvals, disapprovals.



Burn Request Considerations

– Burn Characteristics

• Fuel Loading

• Burn Priority

– Communication (Weekly Conference Calls)

• Sensitive Receptors

• Nocturnal Drainage / Pooling

• Prescribed / Wildfires Sharing the Airshed

• Multiple / Consecutive Day Burns

• Proximity to Non-Attainment Areas

– Weather



Weather Conditions



Prescribed Burn Comparison

2005 – 2009 

Requested Approved Treated

2005 255,232 254,604 130,557

2006 198,191 195,610 87,638

2007 318,693 313,718 123,035

2008 325,017 318,592 123,731

2009 295,911 294,031

0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000

300,000

350,000

A
c
re

s



Prescribed Burning – Statewide

2008

• Total Requested Acres =   325017

• Total Approved Acres =   318592

• Total Treated Acres = 123731



Requests for 2009 N. AZ

Agency Total # of Req. Acres Requested Acres Approved

ASF 208 32,264 31,964

AZS 29 977 927

COF 163 46,979 45,494

FFD 24 676 676

FTA 101 32,120 30,370

KNF 108 31,095 31,020

PNF 59 19,614 19,614

TNF 207 51,218 51,218



Burn Restriction Summary

– Only on a handful of days are any burns flat 

out disapproved, or delayed for better 

ventilation, winds, or to allow smoke breaks.

– We instead have tried using acreage, 

ventilation, or ignition timing restrictions to 

allow for some acres to be accomplished 

despite non-optimal smoke conditions



Disapprovals

• 2008

– Total of 20 Flat Disapprovals

• 2009

– Total of 5 Flat Disapprovals



Challenges
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